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language and history, and what were the other nations with which they came in 
contact ; not for the sake of the Hebrews themselves, but for the sake of ancient 
history in general and of Semitic history in particular. 

2. It is on the other hand of a religious and apologetic character. The 
foundations of the Christian religion are considered at stake in the attacks made 
on the historical character of the Old Testamient ; hence the effort to verify its 
statements by excavations of ruined cities, and geographical researches. This is 
especially the case in England, and science is under perpetual obligations to relig- 
ion for the valuable and exhaustive investigations, which were doubtless stimu- 
lated by the attacks of critics on the Sacred Eecords.'" 

It is thought, in reference to the Eevision, that the critical scholarship is 
found mostly in the marginal readings ; that in the alterations made, very great 
conservatism has been manifested ; that it shows to the ordinary reader " that the 
Bible is not a dead level from Genesis to Revelation ; " or, in other words, that " it 
is not a legitimate use of the Old Testament to seek in it proof -texts for all the 
doctrines that are found in the New Testament." 

Professor Curtiss is a man of ripe scholarship, sound judgment and careful 
statement. His opinions are worthy of careful consideration. 



THE BOOK OF DANIEL.* 



The idea of this book is deserving of great praise. Part I., under the heading 
" The First Volume of Prophecy " takes up twenty-four direct Messianic prophe- 
cies, viz., five (Gen. iii., 15; XII., 3; XLix.,10; Num. XXIV., 17; Dent, xviii., IS- 
IS) in the Pentateuch ; three (Job xix., 25-27 ; 2 Sam. vii., 12-16 ; xxiii., 1-7) in 
the historical books ; nine (Psalm ii. ; xxii. ; xl. ; xlv. ; lxviii. ; Lxxii. ; lxxx., 
15-17; cii., 12-16; ex.) in the Psalms ; and seven (Mic. v., 2; Isa. iv.,2; vii., 
14; IX., 6; xxviii.,6: xl-lxvi. ; Jer. xxiii., 5, 6.) in the Prophets. Part II., 
"The Second Volume of Prophecy," gives us an Introduction to the Book of 
Daniel, together w'ith a translation of it and a commentary. The author's name 
is a suflScient guarantee for the character of the work done. Painstaking and 
clear, the book is in many respects a model for this kind of work. 

The material discussed is just that material, about which, to-day, there is the 
greatest difference of opinion. What passages are Messianic, in what sense they 
are Messianic, and the exact force they are to be given, are questions which 
occasion the thoughtful and critical exegete great trouble. 

In the first part of the volume, in which are taken up the several Messianic 
passages, there are some passages considered which, in such a treatment, might 
fairly, we think, have been omitted, while others have been omitted which cer- 
tainly had good reason to be included. Among the former class, might be 
mentioned Ps. xl., lxviii., and cii. Among the latter class. Gen. v., 29; ix., 
27 ; which are barely mentioned in passing ; 1 Sam., ii., 27-36 ; Isa., xi., 1-10, and 
several passages among the prophets. Dr. Murphy seems also not to have given 
that prominence to the historical connection in each case which it would seem to 
deserve ; and, while emphasizing in his preface the progressive character of Mes- 



* The Book of Dasiel; or, the Second Volume of Prophecy, translated aud expounded, with 
a preliminary sketch of antecedent prophecy. By James G. Murphy, LL. D. aud D. D., T. C. D., 
Professor of Hebrew. Andover ; ironeii F. Draper, 1885. 12mo, pp. 206. Price, $1.50. 
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sianic prophecy, he leaves comparatively little room for its growth and develop- 
ment, by interpreting too definitely and fully the earlier prophecies. It is, how- 
ever, better to err in this direction than in the opposite one. 

It is no easy task to handle the Book of Daniel in 135 12mo pages. Considering 
the space occupied, our author is to be congi-atulated upon the satisfactory manner 
in which he has performed this task. He does not enter very fully into the dis- 
cussion of general questions, but this he could not do. The volume throughout is 
a valuable contribution to the study of prophecy. 



BRICKS FROM BABEl. 



This little book is from the versatile pen of a woman whose other books have 
been welcomed into many homes as incentives to the formation of good habits 
and right ideas. It is a forgone conclusion, therefore, that the book immediately 
before us will have for its object some earnest moral purpose. Such is precisely 
the case. The aim is to show that both histoi-y and philology, especially as 
these are illustrated in the late discoveries of original investigators, go towards 
establishing the authenticity of the ethnological record contained in the tenth 
and eleventh chapters of Genesis. As is evident from the numerous references 
to authorities, much reading has been done to establish this thesis. But in nearly 
all instances the authorities referred to are those who have written in English, 
archaeology thus being popularized. Heretofore it has been scholars only who 
have interested themselves in bricks from the walls of the world-wide Babel 
whose beginning was the tower erected on the plains of Shinar. Xow these 
same bricks are to speak the wonderful works of God in our own tongue 
wherein we were born. Hence whatever defects the book before us may 
have, it certainly deserves commendation for its attempt at bringing out of its 
seclusion a subject which ought to receive general acquaintance. 

The following will hint at what is contained in the twelve chapters, to which 
chapters is'added a brief appendix on the Hittites, the Celts, the Iberians and 
the Polynesians. " The Race in its Cradle " is the heading of the first chapter. 
"We are here taken back to the near descendants of Xoah, to whom God imparted 
the " impulse of migration," when he unexpectedly went among them and 
checked their ambitious building enterprise. The second chapter illustrates " the 
Flight." Primitive language and religion are brought under seme consideration ^ 
as also the general directions taken by the first migrations. The remaining 
chapters dM'ell more specifically upon the settlements made during the pilgrimages 
of the various races. We have "the Chaldaic Kingdom;" "the Monumental 
Land," that is, Egypt; "the Ethiopian Races;" "India;" "the Children of 
Gomer," the Germans and Celts; "the Ionian Land;" "the Polar Races;" 
"Mongols and Malays;" "the Children of the New World;" "Reign of the 
Three Brothers "—their leading qualities and the chief results which these 
qualities have wrought out in history. 

The book bears the marks of rapid composition. Its literary style is marred 



* Bricks from Babel: A brief view of the Myths, Traditions and Religious Belief of 
Races, with concise studies in Ethnolog-y. By Julia McNair Wright. New York: John B. Aldcii, 
1888. Pp. 181. Price 60 cents. 



